
I have implemented technology in two major ways this school year, 2009-2010. I have 
started a video blog and I also have started using an online classroom to teach.

Video Blog: I have started a Science7, Science 8, and MathCounts video blog (weblog) 
for students to teach to the world. 

Engaging students with authentic scientific and mathematical content leads to higher 
achievement, especially when they teach to an audience.  By posting a small article and  
a video of the student teaching on the school website, students in my middle school 
science are much more interested in learning the science lesson. Because this format is 
a blog (weblog), the blog receives comments that I respond to from a live audience.

Students enjoy teaching the lesson and are eager to learn the material so they can 
showcase their knowledge. I also hear from parents and relatives of the students in the 
video and they are enthusiastic about seeing their family member and also what the 
science lesson is about. Here is the  link to our video web log:

http://dvsd.schoolwires.net/1860201027145649457/Blog/browse.asp?
A=398&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=56843

http://dvsd.schoolwires.net/1860201027145649457/Blog/browse.asp?
A=398&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=56845
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Online Teaching: In addition to our MathCounts video blog, I have also started using 
an online classroom to teach my MathCounts class once a week at WizIq.

The last few years I have taught the MathCounts club after school. The problem is that 
during the winter, snow days close the school and we cannot have practice. By using 
the online classroom, I am able to teach from home and meet my eight students in a 
private, invitation only classroom where I can present math content on an online 
whiteboard. I can write numbers  and such using my pen tablet. I use a headset 
microphone so the students can hear me clearly.

The classroom is powerful in that I can upload and access a variety of content. I 
regularly use power-points, whiteboard, and import the best math teacher videos from 
teacher-tube into our classroom. Student feedback has been positive and the student 
easily adapt to this online venue. The classroom is only viewable to me and my 
students and their parents. I have included a picture of a typical class environment.

The students also can write on the whiteboard, listen to each other and can chat in a 
moderated box in this classroom. I usually limit one or two students at a time to write or 
speak. The students are comfortable with this technology and adapt quickly to its 
operations. 

The website for Wiziq is here: www.wiziq.com
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